H4                                            Paracelsus
Schlettstadt, the Brethren of the Common Lot maintained a
famous school which counted among its alumni some well-
known mystics, friends of Paracelsus' friends.
Moreover, at Strasbourg, alone in all Germany, surgeons had
acquired equal rights with physicians. The school of surgery
was under the direction of Hieronymus Brunswick and Hans
von Gerstorff, celebrated surgeons of their time. Brunswick
wrote the first chemical textbook in the vernacular. Another
innovator was Dr. Vendelinus Hock. He lectured in German
for barbers and surgeons and dissected in public. Confident of
his reputation, Paracelsus also expected to teach at the school
of surgery.
These hopes were immediately shattered. Dr. Hock chal-
lenged the intruder to a public discussion of anatomy, a subject
Paracelsus hated and with which he had little experience.
Shamed by his failure to answer Hock's questions, he stole out
of the lecture room.1 This academic setback in no wise dimin-
ished Paracelsus' popularity as a physician. On the contrary, a
gratifying call came to him from "abroad," a city seventy miles
away.
At Basle, the publisher Froben lay ill with a malignant in-
fection of the leg. The doctors proposed amputation, a danger-
ous procedure at that time. The news alarmed the whole re-
public of the learned, for Froben was not only an important
citizen of Basle but also acted as a father to the humanist writ-
ers. On his publishing staff were some of the most promising
young artists. His sickness distressed the whole milieu in which
Paracelsus was living. Mutual friends suggested that the fa-
mous doctor see the famous patient.
Paracelsus went to Basle, lived in Froben's house and cured
the leg without amputation. This success was to influence his
career.